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IN THE CLAIMS : 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. 
Cancelled and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The 
claims as listed below show added text with underlining and deleted text with 
ctr i kothrough . The status of each claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently 
amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), (previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 15, 17 and 19-25 in accordance with the following: 
Claims 1-14 (Canceled): 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): An in vitro serological diagnosis method for 
detecting the presence of antibodies specific to an infectious microbial agent in a 
sample to be tested, which compris e s the method comprising : 

. a) depositing,, on a solid substrate^ a first antigen (Agi) _compris i ng of a whole 
Staphylococus aureus bacterium wh i ch comprises containing protein A A and at least one 
second antigen (Ag 2 ) , wh e r e in sa i d s e cond ant i gon Agg -i swhich is characteristic of an 
infectious microbial agent xT -af*d 

b) contacting said first antigen (Ag^and said at least one second antigen 
(Ag 2 } with a sample to be tested , thereby causing said first antigen (Agi) and said at 
least one second (Ag 2 ) to react with athe sample to be tested 7i and 

c) detecting whether a human immunoglobulin [Aci] in s a i d human s e rum the 
sample reacts with said first antigen (Ag^ by causing tbea reaction product {Agi-AciL. 
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formed from the reaction of said human immunoglobulin (Aci) and said first antigen 
(Ag^), to react with a detection substance (Ac?) . 

wherein said detection substance (Ac?) is an anti-human immunoglobulin which , 
reacts with said human immunoglobulin (Ac i ) in the sample, but aBd -does no t react with 
said first ant i g e n (Ag ^ protein A , and wh e r e in a r e action product Ag ^-AG ^ is form e d from 
th e r e act i on of s ai d human i mmunog l obu li n Ac^ and s aid first ant i g e n Ag^ and so as to 
control that the sample to be tested contains a human serum. 

d) provid i ng a contro lle d samp le conta i n i ng a human s e rum to b e t e st e d for 

d e tecting wh e th e r said d e t e ct i on substanc e has r e act e d with th e r e act i on product, 

wher ei n said d e t e ction substanc e is a s e condary d e t e ction ant i body A03 which i s 
a l ab ele d anti - human i mmunoglobu l in which does not r e act w i th prot e in A, and wh e r ei n 
sa i d d e t e ction substanc e i s lab ele d by fluor e scent mark i ng. 

Claim 16 (Canceled): 

Claim 17 (Currently Amended): The in vitro serological diagnosis method 
according to claim 4§15, wherein said anti-human immunoglobulin is an immunoglobulin 
of an animal origin which is_a goat immunoglobin or a_chick immunoglobulin. 

Claim 18 (Canceled): 
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Claim 19 (Currently Amended): The in vitro serological diagnosis method 
according to claim 4315, wh i ch further compr i s e s comprisinq : 

-performing a series of tests at increasing dilutions of the sample to be tested 
with the detection substance (Ac 2 ), wh e r ei n th e d e t e ction substanc e Ac ^ which is an 
anti-human immunoglobulin conjugated with a fluorescent substance, and 

-verifying whether a reaction product (Agi-Aci-Ac2 ), formed by the reaction of 
the human immunoglobulin (Aci), the first antigen (Ag^, and the detection substance 
(Ac?), can be detected by fluorescence at a dilution of the sample to be tested of 1/200 
or less , wh e r ei n th e react i on product Ag 4-AG4.-AG2 . i s formed by th e r e act i on of th e human 
i mmunog l obu li n Ac^ th e first antig e n Ag^, and th e d e t e ct i on substanc e Ac^ . 

Claim 20 (Currently Amended): The in vitro serological diagnosis method 
according to claim 15, wherein said infectious microbial agent of sa i d s e cond ant i g e n 
A§a-is a micro-organism selected from a bacterium, a virus, a parasite or a fungus. 

Claim 21 (Previously Presented): The in vitro serological diagnosis 
method according to claim 20, wherein said second antigen Ag 2 is an intracellular 
bacterium or a virus. 

Claim 22 (Currently Amended): The in vitro serological diagnosis method 
according to claim 20, wherein said second antigen Ag 2 is a bact e r i a bacterium selected 
from one of Rickettsia, Coxiella, Bartonella, Tropheryma, Ehrlichia, Chlamydia, 
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Mycoplasma, Treponema, Borrelia, orand Leptospira. 

Claim 23 (Currently Amended): The in vitro serological diagnosis method 
according to claim 22, wherein said second antigen Ag 2 is an infectious microbia l ag e nt 
wh i ch i s a bacterium responsible for endocarditis. 

Claim 24 (Currently Amended): The in vitro serological diagnosis method 
according to claim 21, wherein said second antigen Ag 2 is an i nf e ctious m i crobia l ag e nt 
wh i ch i s a viral antigen selected from ajnuman immunodeficiency virus,_a cytomega 
virus or Epstein-Barr viruses. 

Claim 25 (Currently Amended): A diagnosis kit for detecting the presence of 
antibodies specific to an infectious microbial agent in a sample to be tested, wh i ch 
compris e s the diagnosis kit comprising : 

-a solid substrate compr i s i ng havinq deposited thereon, a first antigen (Aq i ) of a 
whole Staohvlococus aureus bacterium containing protein A , and a second antigen 
LAgzL which is characteristic of an infectious microbial agent s and 

on e pos i t i v e controll i ng i nclus i on compr i s i ng a human s e rum i n th e samp le to 
b e t e st e d wh i ch compris e s a first ant i g e n Ag^conta i ning a who le Staphylococcus aur e us 
bact e r i um conta i n i ng prot ei n A, and 

-at least one reagent which can det e ct permits detection of the presence of a 
reaction product (Ag^Aci) of said first antigen (Aoi) with a human immunoglobulin (Aci) 
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in the sample to be tested, and reaction of the reaction product (Agy-AcO with a 
detection substance (Ac?), which is compr i sing a d e t e ct i on s ubstanc e Ac 2 which 
compr i s e s a l ab ele d i mmunog l obu l in wh i ch i s an anti-human immunoglobulin wfrichthat 
reacts with said human immunoglobulin (Ac^ in the sample to be tested, but does not 
react with protein A, so as to control that the sample to be tested contains a human 
serum. 
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